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paid tribute to Alfonso, and had admitted a Christian
bishop. Al Kadir was a tyrant, and exacted such
heavy imposts, especially on barley, that the very dogs
were said to bark at the words "give barley."
Discontent was great, and Alvar Fanez—the friend
and comrade of the Cid—was invited to fight the
emir's battles, while another Christian soldier from
Barcelona was called in by the malcontents. Al Kadir
was successful, and, being unable to give Alvar Fanez
any pay, he presented him with a castle, where all
sorts of lawless people collected and lived by plunder,
accompanied by horrid cruelties. They made prisoners
all who fell in their way, whether Mahommedan or
Christian ; and, if no ransom were brought for them,
cut out their tongues, put out their eyes, and hunted
them with dogs.
Al Mostain, Emir of Zaragoza, proposed to the Cid
to overthrow Al Kadir, when the Moor was to keep
Valencia itself and the Christian be paid by plunder ;
but ere the attack began Al Kadir had an interview
with the Cid, and bribed him not only to refuse to
continue the war with one who paid tribute to Castille,
but to pass into his own service, levying huge sums
as black mail from the cities which he did not plunder.
During an illness of Al Kadir he managed the affairs
of Valencia ; but, so far from holding it for his native
prince,, he made it independent. Alfonso besieged
Valencia ; Rodrigo harried Castille to call him home.
Finally, while Rodrigo was at Zaragoza, there was a
rising against Al Kadir, and the Almoravid chief, Ibu
Djahhaf was admitted by the people. Al Kadir fled,
carrying in his bosom a necklace of precious stones
which had belonged to Zobeideh, the wife of the

